
Genesis 6:9-9:29 

The beginning of faith: Part 3 - A destroyed world 

Read Genesis 7 

Pray 

Intro 
Please have your bibles open at 6:9. We come to the 3rd in our 4-part series: the 
beginning of faith. Tracing our way back through our human ancestry. 

Today in Gen6 to 9, we climb up to the generation of Noah, see 6:9-10. 

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. 

You’ll notice in Noah’s genealogy, there’s only one generation. Because the entire 
population of his world is wiped out. No genealogy besides Shem, Ham, Japeth. 

 

Each week, we see captured moments, accounts that record the state of our ancestors in 
each epoch. [1,2,3 

- (1). We find our father Abram an idol worshiper, and realise that before faith 
came, the world was LOST  

- (2.) To understand why, we go back and see the city of Babel, scattering, and 
realise that before our world was LOST, it was DIVIDED. 

 

- (3.) Today we see the ark, and realise that before our world divided, it was 
DESTROYED… 

…But I don’t mean ‘destroyed by the flood’. Look with me at v11. Very first description of 
the world in Noah’s generations (11) 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight… 

- Corrupt. That word appears here, and twice more in the next verse. READ v12. 

12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted 
their way on the earth. 

- The “way of the earth” was corrupt. ie: The whole world’s way of life had so 
departed from God’s way of life, that it was corrupted or, “Destroyed”. That’s the 
literal meaning of ‘corrupt’: As I said, Noah watched a world destroyed.  



o God looks at the whole earth; God looks at all flesh: man and animal, and 
says, “Destroyed!”. In God’s eyes, people can still be living and functioning, 
but “destroyed”. 

o [ILLUS I used my mother’s hairdryer once to fan my barbeque into flame. 
Ashes got sucked into the fan, smoke started coming out and the aroma of 
plastic burning! I corrupted it. Yes, it could probably function, but it was 
dangerous. I couldn’t put it back in her draw. I’m not that cruel. For all 
intents and purposes, it was destroyed. (This is funny when we talk about 
appliances, but when it’s people, it’s devastating).  

- When God created the world, (1:31 says), God saw everything that He had made 
and behold, it was very good. But by the time of Noah, it was very bad… and the 
single greatest sign of that, the aroma of corruption, was violence.  

11) Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence.  

- When God created the world, God had said, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth; but they had filled the earth with violence.  
(It appears even animals had become violent. (“all flesh” is “everything in which is 
the breath of life”, including (19), animals of every kind.) 

Application 
- Alice Wood lost her temper with her fiancé after a party, over who would drive 

home, so she drove over him – she killed her fiancé. Teenagers Scarlett Jenkinson 
and Eddie Ratcliffe planned and executed an exceptionally brutal murder of a 
schoolmate. Baby Elsa was discovered in an abandoned shopping bag. 

- The terrifying thing about Noah’s world, is that even the flood doesn’t completely 
stem the violence. The aroma of violence is all around us. Only 8 people survive, 
yet within a few generations, Ham’s grandson Nimrod is building Babel, the seed 
of the most violent kingdoms in OT history – Assyria and Babylon. That’s terrifying. 
8 people are enough to seed a violent world.  

- Violence doesn’t stem from politics, ideologies and subcultures in the later 
generations. Violence is a problem of the human heart. Before Shem, Ham and 
Japheth, violence saturated the earth. It’s understandable to me that the people 
of Babel said among themselves, “Lest we be scattered [which carries the idea of 
violence], let’s build a city, and a great tower. Let’s be feared by all people!” 
 

Proposition 
The account of Noah is about destruction, but it’s more about life. On the brink of our 
self-destruction, God intervenes. God comes to a destroyed world in order to preserve 
life. See ch9:1. Notice God’s concern for Life: 

- V1: Be fruitful and multiply and fill! 
- 2: Animals once violent, will hide away 
- 3: Diet would increase to include meat 



- BUT 4: … blood remains sacred! “life” 
- 5: especially the life of mankind – sacred, it belongs to God 

This is not ultimately about destruction, but about : God preserving humanity – it’s 
precious to Him. .. We almost didn’t have an ancestry; but on the brink of our self-
destruction, God intervenes.  

 

TW – our world reels in violence. Our neighbours have no ultimate security. But here’s a 
history we share, and which demonstrates the hope available in God. We can use this 
account to reach out to those overwhelmed with violence. 

ILLUS: In the fight against crime, our police are required to uphold the principle of: 
minimum force necessary.  IE, To prevent crime, they need to exercise power. 
Minimum force necessary means to only exercise power which is necessary and 
proportional to the objective – which is to preserve order so that life can flourish. 
Here we have the Perfect Authority, doing exactly that, to preserve life. 

Q: What is the minimum force necessary to preserve life? 3 forces… Justice, Faithfulness 
and Sacrifice 

1. The full force of Justice (13) [x2] 
- For God to preserve life, it was necessary to destroy all that was destroying it. 
- Read 6:11-13 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, 
I will destroy them with the earth. 

- Now I’ve already said it, but let me point it out:  
- (12) ‘corrupt’ = ‘destroy’ (13) : Effectively saying to Noah, It is necessary; It is 

proportional. “It is corrupting, I will corrupt it”/ “It is destroying, I will destroy it” 
- The full force of justice is pictured in 7:17-23.  

o 3 times we see the Waters ‘prevailing’ - in v18,19,20. Root ‘GBR’: mighty, 
conquering, unassailable, strong soldier, man in the prime of his life; Like 
Nimrod – ‘GBR’ hunter before the LORD, who built a ‘GBR tower’ 

o Let’s READ and imagine these prevailing waters – the unassailable soldier 
of the LORD 

o READ (look out for ‘all’ etc) 
- Moving water is terrifying. Its density is greater than our bodies. If you’ve tried 

crossing a deep flowing river, you’ll have experienced this – even a shallow river 
can sweep you off your feet. And when it’s flowing hard even the heaviest rocks 
are driven along. But the sheer scale of this is horrific. Though we’ve seen media 
of floods and tsunami’s, this is hard to imagine. The word ‘flood’ here is a unique 
Hebrew word ‘Mabul’. We don’t know what it means exactly because there’s no 



other application of it in all history. The only definition we have for it is the 
context, see 7:11,  

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon 
the earth forty days and forty nights. 

- 40 days of the heavens breaking, and ground bursting. The Greeks translated it the 
word as ‘cataclysm’ which means “a large-scale and violent event in the natural 
world’ – it’s the word we use for “Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, 
tornados, landslide”1 

 

- The world is in agony for all its violence. And I know how you feel about it. We all 
do. Not only when it happens to us. We can be spectators, and still curl over in 
distress. Media warns us if a violent scene is about to show. If we drive past an 
accident, we shield the eyes of our children and are cautious to look ourselves. But 
when it’s against us – there’s no escaping the full experience. The human spirit is 
not made to watch violence.  

- Who is sufficient to put an end to it? The LORD. The creator. He is sufficient. Not 
only because he is able – but because he feels about it – before we do. 

- God doesn’t turn a blind eye to violence. Since He loves life, he is compelled to 
destroy destruction. He is the Creator, and He can raise nature itself to be His GBR 
army. He has promised in 2 Pet 3:5-7 that all the violent will suffer His same full 
force of justice. Speaking about them, He says: 

5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and 
the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and 
that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged [cataclysm] with 
water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction 
of the ungodly.  

- Where the world ignores and fails to uphold the proportional force of justice, God 
sees and has promised to act. 

What is the minimum force necessary to preserve life? 

FIRSTLY: THE FULL FORCE OF GOD’S JUSTICE. 

SECONDLY, THE FULL FORCE OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS. 

2. The full force of Faithfulness (17-18a) 
- For God to preserve life, it was necessary to faithfully protect all who were good. 
- Read 6:17-18a, and then 8:1 

 
1 https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cataclysmic 



17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in 
which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with you 

 … 

… But God REMEMBERED Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were 
with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters 
subsided. 

- Now a very important point that’s easy to miss:  
the entire protection hinges on one person. Noah. All God’s revelation, 
instruction, promise, care is to Noah. ALL this preservation is for Noah. The whole 
account is about Noah. 

- Why is this? 

6:9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation. Noah walked with God. 

- God is not wiping out every living creature for the sake of the planet – he’s doing it 
for the sake of the righteous man. For one righteous person, God would upturn 
the world. 

- (v9) says, he was ‘blameless in[among] his generation’ – He was an anomaly 
among the others of his generation. Even among Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And 
their wives. 

o 6:13 God said to Noah, (no one else) 
o 14: make yourself.(sg) 
o 18: I will establish my covenant with you (sg) 
o 7:1 …Go into the ark… for I have seen that you (sg) are righteous before me 

in this generation. (we’ll come back to the others in the third point). 
o 7:16, last sentence. The Lord shut… him in.  

- All of this protection … for one man. God will not destroy the righteous with the 
wicked! NEVER. 

 

- There’s an incredible integrity between activity of Noah and the activity of the 
LORD.  

- In (12b) all flesh had corrupted their way [path they walked], but Noah (9b) 
walked with God. 

o 6:22 - Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. 
o 7:5 - Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him. 

- And the LORD : gives Noah the specifics of the ark (6:14-16), spells out the timing, 
reminds him of the food… and Himself shuts the door  

o [ILLUS: putting my little children in the car – they like pull the door to do 
their own belt, thank you very much… but I’ll check the door myself with a 
firm push, and press that buckle down hard]; Personal investment. 



- And this is the full force of God’s faithfulness. ‘Faithful’ means having integrity, 
consistency: God is faithful to his own design, and character, therefore those who 
have integrity with him (“are faithful to him”), are preserved by him. 

 

- It’s not only those who are violent towards us which we want God to remove – but 
we ourselves need His faithful commitment.  

- Listen to Him: 2 Pet 3:13 

13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 

- God doesn’t forget the righteous. When there is true integrity between God with 
His ways, and man with his ways : the full force of God’s faithfulness is there. 
That’s what protected righteous Noah’s life. 

 

FCF: But who among us is righteous? Who is not violent? 

o If we do not love our neighbour as ourselves, are we not in a category of 
violence? We are at the very least enemies of God who said Love the Lord 
your God, and Love your neighbour as yourself 

o Violence is not a result of politics or ideologies or subcultures, but a 
corrupt heart. 

o Jesus pressed the matter this way. Matt 5:22 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. 

o When I cut my spouse with words, I am violent. When I gossip, I am 
violent. When I burst out at my children, I am violent. My heart is 
functioning, but it’s ruined. It’s destroyed. 

Which brings us to the third point 

What is the minimum force necessary to preserve life? 

- FIRSTLY: THE FULL FORCE OF GOD’S JUSTICE. 
- SECONDLY, THE FULL FORCE OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS. 
- THIRDLY, THE FULL FORCE OF SACRIFICE. 

3. The full force of Sacrifice (8:20-21) 
- For God to preserve the life of corrupt people[x2], He would accept the 

destruction of another in their place. 
- Read 8:20-22 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and 
some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the 



LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again 
curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his 
youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 
While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease."  

- LET’S READ THIS RIGHT! 
o  (21): "I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the 

intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. 
o It reads like He’s saying: the reason I won’t destroy the world is because 

man’s heart is evil from youth; It’s not what He’s saying. That would be 
inconsistent with Himself. Man’s evil destroyed the world, the very life 
which God is compelled to preserve. 

o Perhaps the easiest way to read it right is to see it as parallelism: ie the 
words ‘because of’ and ‘for’ are in parallel, a repetition: 

§ I will never again curse the ground2 because of … man 
§ I will never again curse the ground because of … the intention of 

man’s heart (which is evil from youth) 3 - It’s a statement, without 
reason.  

- Wait, what?! ‘though evil… I won’t destroy!’? THAT IS BEWILDERING!  
o In 6:12-13, God sees the destruction and said “I have determined to make 

an end of all flesh” 
o But here in 8:21 God smells the sacrifice and ‘said in his heart’ 

(=determined) … I will never again strike down all flesh 
o What gives! 

- This is the third point – The minimum force necessary to preserve life of sinners: 
He will accept a substitution, by sacrifice – another life in our place.  

V21a: When God smelled the pleasing aroma of the burnt offerings, offered by 
Noah on the altar he built…  

- In Noah’s genealogy, there was only 1 generation. But because of his sacrifice 
God’s covenant of mercy extends to all creation – [plural], even the wicked! 
[every person today is under this grace] 

- Rom 3:22b-25 tells us that even at this moment in history, God was anticipating 
Christ’s sacrifice… 

For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation [diverted judgement] by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 

 
2 Interesting: this happened in Gen 3 to Adam. It seems the ground before the flood was arid and hardly 
able to produce the kind of crops, harvest needed. Notice how Noah became a ‘man of the soil’ after this, 
planting a vineyard! 
3 See Hamilton on Genesis 8:21 and footnote (5). Some translators will translate the word ‘for’ as 
‘although’: I will never again curse the ground because of man although his heart is evil 



divine forbearance [kind patience] he had passed over former sins – including that 
of Shem, Ham, Japheth. (and quite honestly, of Noah too)  

- Just like those with Noah on the ark were not like him but were still preserved by 
his righteousness, so we, with violence in our hearts to our neighbour, can be 
saved from God’s justice … by the perfect substitute sacrifice – not of animals, 
but of Christ’s own life. .. .. Christ’s flesh destroyed, for ours. A pleasing aroma 
before the LORD. And because of His Righteousness, God rose Him from the dead! 

o What is necessary to receive that? To confess, to repent, and to believe in 
the sacrifice of Christ!  

- God’s full force of faithfulness means :  
>>> He will not DESTROY THE RIGHTEOUS with the WICKED; 
Yet God’s full force of sacrifice means :  
>>> He WILL SAVE THE WICKED with the Righteous. 

 

Application 
- TW - Without security in a Good and Omnipotent Creator who has committed 

Himself to them, what else can our neighbours feel but compelled to build their 
own walls, towering reputations and ammunition. It’s a vicious circle of violence 
which doesn’t abate. They’re living and functioning, but destroyed. All that’s left is 
fight or flight. 

 

- But we have a Gospel to share. On the brink of our self-destruction, God 
intervenes. He has committed to preserving life with the full force of JUSTICE, 
FAITHFULNESS and SACRIFICE 
 

- We can share that with our neighbours… and we can demonstrate it to them – 
justice, faithfulness and sacrifice. By the power of His Spirit. How would the Lord 
have you and me further His Gospel – Let’s pray. 
 

 

 


